
 

As autumn arrives, people in various places may notice  

something intriguing. A procession of animals including  

everything from dogs to cats to hamsters, gold fish, and  

horses – this custom is conducted in remembrance of St.  

Francis of Assisi’s love for all creatures.  

This fall, we invite our congregation to a Blessing of Pets and  

Animals. As you come, know that every creature is important.  

The love we give to a pet and receive from a pet can draw us  

more deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of our  

common relationship to our Creator. 

Tips … 
 Bring your dog on a leash. For other pets, use a carrier as appro- 

priate. It’s always wise to make sure your dog or cat has a collar  

with a current ID. 

 Don’t bring pets that aren’t people or animal friendly. If you are  

unable to bring your pet – bring a picture. 

 Please dress accordingly as our service will be outside and shorter than usual. 

 For those who do not have a pet or will not be bringing one, come for the FUN of 

witnessing all God’s creatures – you’ll fit right in! 
because God created the  
world and everything in it 
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A Monthly Insight into the Life of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Celebration Sunday 
September 11, 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday, September 11, worship will be at 9:00 a.m. The service 

welcomes the community into the fall schedules with a fun and 

inspiring worship service followed by a Ministry Fair and 

reception. The Ministry Fair is an opportunity to hear about how 

ministries empower God’s people to work together.  

In the evening at 6:30 p.m. all are invited to Service of 

Remembrance for the 10th anniversary of 9/11. 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

is a community of Christians 

called, washed and fed by the 

Spirit, sent into God’s world to 

follow Jesus and invite others 

to walk in faith, hope and love.  

 parish visitor faith. 

live your 

worship this fall >>> 

Sundays 
September 4,11,18 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

Sundays 
September 25-October 30 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

10:30 a.m. Alternative Service 
 

Wednesdays 
5:30 p.m. Community Meal 

6:30 p.m. Contemporary Service 
 

Communion 
Communion is celebrated every 

Sunday and Wednesday.  

Sunday School Rally Sunday 
September 18, 10:15 a.m. 
Bring your gym shoes and join in the fun 

as we kick off Our Savior’s Sunday 

School year! Please bring $2/student 

donation for purchase of an AED 

(Automated External Defibrillator) for the 

church building.  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is 

dedicated to walking with all people in 

their  “faith journey.”  We are committed 

to helping all God’s children grow in His 

Word, love and grace through study, 

worship, fellowship and service.  

We are committed to nurturing children 

in their faith, equipping and empowering 

all adults within a family to be faith 

nurturers, and to providing a safe and 

powerful place for children to gather and 

study the teachings of Jesus Christ.  

Our Sunday School program uses a 

curriculum that encourages kids to open 

the scriptures and explore God’s Word 

through a variety of activities. Our 

program is designed to help kids build a 

personal relationship with God’s Word. 

Students will learn to know the Word, 

how to grow in faith, and show their 

service.  

Our Savior’s offers Sunday School to all 

children ages 3 through 6th grade every 

Sunday morning, 9:30– 10:30 a.m., early 

September through mid-May. Children 

spend 40 minutes in small group learning 

about God’s Word, and 20 minutes is 

devoted to worshiping God with our 

voices.  

Announcing  
the launch of our 
new website the 
first weeks of 
September!  
 

Don’t miss it! 
www.oursaviorsmoorhead.org 
  

Exact launch date 
will be posted on 
Facebook! 

Blessing of Pets and Animals 
Wednesday, October 5, 6:30 p.m. 

Summer Email List 
Challenge 
It’s not too late! We can still make our 

goal for the Summer Email List 

Challenge! Sign up for our email 

mailing list and your name will be 

entered for a drawing. The winner will 

be announced on Rally Sunday! Help 

us reach our email list membership 

goal of 200 subscribers by September 1, 

2011. 200 emailed newsletters saves 

16,000 pieces of paper and over $400 in 

printing and postage costs per year.  

You can be a part of the difference Our 

Savior’s is making today! Sign up on 

the list in the West Narthex—and tell 

your friends to do it too!  
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Made to Move 
Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÌÈÕÚɯ---ɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ×ÐÖÕÌÌÙÚɯÞÏÖɯÉÓÈáÌËɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàȮɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÝÌÛÌÙÈÕÚɯÊÏÌÌÙÐÕÎɯÜÚɯÖÕȳɯ(ÛɯÔÌÈÕÚɯ

ÞÌɯÉÌŲÌÙɯÎÌÛɯÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÐÛȭɯ2ÛÙÐ×ɯËÖÞÕȮɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÙÜÕÕÐÕÎɯ---ɯÈÕËɯÕÌÝÌÙɯØÜÐÛȵɯ-ÖɯÌßÛÙÈɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÍÈÛȮɯÕÖɯ×ÈÙÈÚÐÛÐÊɯÚÐÕÚȭɯ*ÌÌ×ɯ

àÖÜÙɯÌàÌÚɯÖÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚȮɯÞÏÖɯÉÖÛÏɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÈÕËɯŗÕÐÚÏÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÙÈÊÌɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÐÕȭɯ2ÛÜËàɯÏÖÞɯÏÌɯËÐËɯÐÛȭɯ!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÏÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÓÖÚÛɯÚÐÎÏÛɯ

ÖÍɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÏÌÈËÌËɯ---ɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÏÐÓÈÙÈÛÐÕÎɯŗÕÐÚÏɯÐÕɯÈÕËɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËȭɯɬ'ÌÉÙÌÞÚɯƕƖ 

September has arrived! It is season in the year when faith 

communities begin to move with power and purpose. 

Remember, that young man, Eric Liddel in the motion 

picture Chariots of Fire when he says, “And when I run. I feel 

his pleasure.” Congregations, when we move in mission and 

purpose, we too feel the pleasure of God. What a feeling to 

know that we are participating in what God is doing in the 

world. 

Repeatedly people 75 or older say to me, “I feel better when I 

move.” Usually, in their next breath they tell of a friend or a 

family member who in their aging has stopped moving and it 

has become their demise. Congregations are the same. We 

are made to move with pleasure and purpose. Nothing feels 

better. When we move we feel the pleasure of God in, with, 

and among us. 

I remember the Easter story we shared last April when Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to keep vigil at the tomb 

of Jesus (Matthew 28). When they arrived at the tomb the 

earth shook and rocked under their feet and they began to 

move. When they heard that Jesus had been raised from the 

dead they started to run with a holy wonder. They ran to tell 

the story. God’s people have been running ever since. 

We continue to participate in this holy wonder. As September starts us moving. Come to worship. Be 

washed and fed with the presence of God. Let God’s pervasive presence fill your dark crevices and 

stagnant places. Begin to move. God has made us to move. When we run for the sake of what God desires 

in the world pleasure fills us. As the writer of Hebrews says, “Strip down, start running – never quit!” 

What do you need to let go of so that you or your congregation can run more freely in the good pleasure 

of the Spirit? 

In Christ, 

Pastor Loren Mellum 

When we move in 
mission and 
purpose, we too 
feel the pleasure  
of God.  

Summer’s Night Out August 26 turned was 

a wonderful success. Thank you to the Spirit 

Mov’n Team, BBQ & Bluegrass Team, 

Church Council and all those who served 

and participated. A special thank you to Deb 

Watne for serving as lead coordinator and 

Carrie Brusven for the publicity that made 

this a hospitable and fun outreach event. 

Thank you to many others who supported 

this effort: Moorhead Parks for a free shelter 

house, Mayor Voxland, Moorhead Police 

Department, Moorhead Fire Department, 

Hornbachers, Walmart, Barrel of Fun, 

Cashwise, Green Irene, Farmers Coffee, 

Essentia Health, OSLC Quilters, OSLC 

Youth, OSLC Sunday School, OSLC 

Women’s Ministries, Tangled Blue, Sunmart, 

Sandra Buzick, and the Fargo Moorhead 

Community Theatre,  all of whom donated 

resources for this community gathering. 

In the spring of 2011 a renewal team was affirmed and 

installed to lead Our Savior’s in a journey of transformation. 

The team is called Spirits Movin’ and the name of the team 

captures the essence of this new leadership group. They are 

called to work with the whole people of God at Our Savior’s 

to consider what God is doing and what God wants to do 

through the ministry of Our Savior’s.  

Spirits Movin’ is part of an 18-24 month journey with 

several other congregations in the Northwestern Minnesota 

Synod and Eastern North Dakota Synod of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. The team specifically is 

interested in how our faith community expresses an 

evangelical presence and posture of servanthood in our 

community. Part of this journey courageously wonders how 

we as a church build capacity for Our Savior’s to adapt and 

change for the sake of sharing God’s love with world.  

Please pray for the Spirits Movin’ team and be in 

conversation with them. The team is open to new voices and 

currently consists of Scott Brusven, Ryan Nelson, Deb 

Watne, Kristi Morsch, Laurie Buchwitz, Kristi Invie, Carol 

Beede, Lauri Winterfeldt, Karen Mellum, Pr. Loren Mellum, 

and Team Coach, Pr. Tessa Moon Leiseth.  

On Saturday, October 1, they will join other congregations 

and leaders for a retreat day hosted at Living Waters 

Lutheran Church in Fargo. 

Spirits Movin’ Team 

Thank You to the Summer’s Night Out Supporters 

We are pleased to announce that Martin and Katie Luther will be at Our Savior’s Wednesday, October 26. The 

great Reformer is coming with his beloved wife, Katie, to start our Reformation Sunday celebration a few days 

early. A few words of introduction to this historic couple who will help you remember who they are in our 

Lutheran history. Martin and Katie were married June 13, 1525. Martin was a 42-year old ex-monk and Katie a 26 

year-old ex-nun. Martin passionately proclaimed that salvation is not earned by good deeds, but is received as a 

free gift of God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Katie, equally as strong in her faith, is remembered as saying, 

“I shall cling to Christ as a burr clings to a coat.”  

Martin and Katie will be portrayed with humor, song, and narrative by Johan and Sonja Hinderlie, Directors of 

Mount Carmel Ministries, Alexandria, MN. The event is sponsored and hosted by the Women’s Ministry at Our 

Savior’s the evening will begin with a “Lutheran Basement Supper” followed by the program at 6:30 p.m. 

Our Savior’s Welcomes  
Martin and Katie Luther 

Lots more photos on 
our Facebook page! 



 

Greetings, Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Women! 

Everyone is getting ready for a new 

year. School is starting again. 

Schedules start to fill up. While we 

are still planning events for the 2011

-2012 year we can tell you to mark 

your calendars for our Fall Kick Off 

which will be held on Thursday, 

September 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will hear from 

our two delegates to the National 

Synodical Convention which was 

held in July in Spokane, 

Washington. Norma Swanson and 

Carol Peddycoart will share their 

adventures from that trip. 

 ÚɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÖÍɯÞÖÔÌÕȯɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÔÈÎÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȮɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÛÖɯ

ËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌÚÏÐ×ɯÐÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȮɯÈÕËɯÌÔ×ÖÞÌÙÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÓàɯ2×ÐÙÐÛȮɯÞÌɯ

ÊÖÔÔÐÛɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÛÖɯÎÙÖÞɯÐÕɯÍÈÐÛÏȮɯÈŚÙÔɯÖÜÙɯÎÐÍÛÚȮɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÖÕÌɯ

ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎÚȮɯÌÕÎÈÎÌɯÐÕɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÈÕËɯÈÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯ

ÏÌÈÓÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÞÏÖÓÌÕÌÚÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÊÐÌÛàȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËȭ 

Family Service Unit 
Every month, Our Savior’s members are 

called to help serve at various events 

held at the church, such as Sunday 

morning Fellowship Time, 

congregational meals, benefits, etc.  

If your family is on the list for the up-

coming month, please watch the mail for 

a letter with more information about  

how Service Units work at Our Savior’s. 

Thank you for serving the church in  

this way! 

September 2011 Service Unit 

Bacon, Daniel, Patricia,  Amanda & Ryan 218-287-2545 

Bakkum, Paul & Beth 218-233-8291 

Brorby, Lauren 701-235-9092 

Brusven, Scott & Carrie ΤΣΪ-ΪΨΨ-ΣΤΪΫ 

Dahl, Danny, Steven & Derek ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΪΦΨΨ 

Dahl, Walter & Eileen ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΧΣΨΫ 

Dale, Janice 218-233-5313 

Deutscher, Nancy 218-236-6147 

Erickson, Lyle & Norma 218-233-5034 

Erickson, Ornell & Shirley 218-233-7456 

Flink, Matthew, Jennifer, Riley, Dylan,  
Tiffany, Ethan, Elyzzabeth, Baux 218-790-0589 

Geraghty, Tessa & Kadence 218-287-6336 

Gibbons, William Sr. &  Rhea ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΨ-ΣΫΪΥ 

Haugen, Darin, Jacquelyne & Dustin ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΤΥΧΪ 

Heinrich, Nate, Erin, Adelyn & Ella ΩΡΣ-ΪΨΨ-ΤΦΤΪ 

Helgeson, Ardell & June ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΣΨΧΧ 

Invie, Chad, Kristie, Grant & Kylee ΤΣΪ-ΤΪΩ-ΤΩΦΧ 

Janousek, Ruth 218-236-6794 

Jarrett, Constance, Oliver, Greg & Kaitlyn 701-227-5068 

Mikkelson, Steven, Becky & Jeremy 218-236-9756 

Munter, Arlin, Loretta, Bradley & Randall unknown 

Murphy, Dwight, Nancy & Heidi 218-233-1093 

Nelson, Jerry, Tammi & Wyatt 701-367-1186 

Pearson, Steven, Wendy, Logan  Sherman,  
     Nicholas, Nathan, Jade & Alexandra 218-236-8964 

Peterson, Marlen, Nancy, Timothy & Amy unknown 

Redfield, Kathleen & Justin 218-233-9332 

Rix, Richard, Heather, Claire, Courtney  
     & Candace 218-287-1385 

Rolczynski, Dominic & Jean 218-236-5775 

Stephenson, Louanne 218-291-0822 

Stowers, Jesse, Kelly, Haleigh & Nicholas unknown 

Stroh, Priscilla & Miranda 218-233-8833 

Swab, R. David, Ann, Megan & Michael ΤΪΩ-ΤΦΧΦ 

Thom, Rebecca 701-298-0724 

Thom, Ronald & Bonnie 218-233-7074 

Werth, Benjamin, Andrea & Abigayle 218-233-4577 

Lutheran World Relief Projects 
September—School Kits 

Education is important, especially where poverty or disaster 

have decreased options for young people to reach their 

potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help 

children continue learning despite the hardships they face.  

Supplies Needed for Kits  

(Donate a few supplies or put together a whole kit yourself! 

Supplies and completed kits may be put in the collection 

basket at the back of the Sanctuary) 

· Four 70-sheet notebooks (8x10 1/2) 

· One blunt safety scissor 

· One ruler (metric & standard) 

· Five unsharpened pencils with erasers—secure together 

with a rubber band 

· One pencil sharpener 

· One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

· One 2.5 inch eraser 

· Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink) - secure together with a 

rubber band 

· One 14x17 sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag 

with shoulder straps 

If you assemble an entire kit, pack all items in the 

drawstring bag and pull closed. 
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Mittens 
Fall is fast approaching so it is getting to be time to sew 

mittens again. 

Every fall, people gather at Our Savior’s to make mittens for 

children of the Fargo-Moorhead area who are in need. We 

anticipate that the mittens we make this year will be in more 

demand than ever before. Work to help keep those little 

fingers warm this cold winter begins Thursday, October 13 at 

8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and continues throughout 

the morning until noon and begins again at 8:00 a.m. on 

Friday the 14th.  

Volunteers are needed for cutting, sewing and turning. Come 

down to the Fellowship Hall at whatever time is convenient 

for you and stay for half an hour or for the whole morning! 

You can even take some mittens with you if you’d like to do 

them at home. Donations of flannel and fleece are also very 

welcome! 

Please consider helping the children of the Fargo-Moorhead 

area keep warm. Coffee and gratitude for all who come! 

Remember: October 13 and 14, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Call 

Helen Davidson (287-3943), Margaret Fick (233-2351), or 

Delores Wee (233-0280) with questions.  

Women of the ELCA 

There are two other dates you will want 

to keep track of. The first is the 

Northwest Minnesota Synodical 

Convention on Friday and Saturday, 

September 9 and 10 at Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Thief River Falls. 

There will be special music by singing 

group “Seed of Faith,” a banquet, a 

worship service with Bishop Larry 

Wohlrabe, Bible study with Pastor Laurie 

Natwick, and Linda Post Bushkovsky 

(Executive Director of Women of the 

ELCA) will give the keynote address. See 

the bulletin board or ask at the Welcome 

Center for more details.  

The second is The Fall Cluster Meeting on 

September 22 at North Buffalo Lutheran 

Church. Again, check at the Welcome 

Center for information and to sign up for 

carpooling. 

We are still in need of new members on 

our board. Please consider joining us. 

You will find it very rewarding indeed. 

Our new Presidents Marlene Johnson and 

Carol Meyer will be taking over this 

month and we know there will be lots of 

memorable events for the OSLW coming 

up! We have been blessed to have served 

you this year as presidents and will 

remain on the board. 

In Christ, 

Nancy Bahe and Vonnie Thordal 

October 2011 Service Unit 

Berg, Gary, Renee, Kristin & Mark ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΨ-ΫΥΥΥ 

Berglund, Ralph, Lois, Nicholas & Chris 701-3715146 

Dahlquist, Robert, Ruth & Rolin ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΨ-ΫΤΤΩ 

Ehrichs, Brent, Renai, Benjamen,  
     Matthew & Heather Angell  

Eklund, Conard, Sheila & Jacob 218-236-0685 

Fick, Margaret 218-233-2351 

Haaland, Gary ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΨ-ΧΨΥΣ 

Hanson, Cecil & Marjorie ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΧΤΨΧ 

Himle, Joe & Stella ΤΣΪ-ΤΫΫ-ΨΣΥΡ 

Hintzen, Brandon & Connie, Body & Skyler 218-284-0431 

Kaltvedt, Sonia & Ashley 218-233-7422 

Klev, Cheryl 218-236-4929 

Knutson, Robert, Myrtle & Dale ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΪΥΨΩ 

Kossick, Nicholas & Alexa ΤΣΪ-ΧΣΤ-ΡΣΦΧ 

Kraemer, Venal & Connie (unknown) 

Kudelka, Joe & DiAnna ΩΡΣ-ΤΥΫ-ΣΨΨΪ 

Kuvaas, LaVon ΩΡΣ-ΤΥΧ-ΤΡΨΨ 

Leines, Shirley, Savannah Sanchez,  
     -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ Ǫ Susan Hanson 218-233-0103 

Maynard, Mary & Claire 701-361-1736 

McCabe, Olinda, Jennifer Broadway,  
     & Nicole Broadway 218-233-0917 

Meyer, Wayne, Sandy, Jeremy & Jason 218-233-9586 

Naasz, DeeAnna, Alisha & Jamie  218-233-4995 

Narum, Alden & JoAnn 218-236-9379 

Nelson, Mitchell, Brenda, Elissa,  
     Christopher & Codee 218- 233-6233 

Nelson, Tom, Stacie, Andrew, Katherine, 
     & Sarah 701-361-0612 

Nygard, David, Deborah & Lacey 218-233-6567 

Olson, Cynthia, Jaime & Kayla 218-236-0329 

Parker, George, Charlene, Shaun Tabery  
     & Ryan 218-233-8132 

Pavola, Steve, Julie & Ariah ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΥΫΤΥ 

Reinhardt, Rande ΩΡΣ-ΤΥΩ-ΥΥΣΫ 

Sather, Lyle, Shirley & Tammi ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΥΨΨΨ 

Savre, Joel, Heidi, Jason & Brian ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΨΡΧΣ 

Schatz, Erica & Donny 701- 364-9261 

Smith, Jeff, DeAnn, Brian, Kevin & Jeremy 218-236-5140 

Stroh, Ron, Kiara  Skyler ΩΡΣ-ΦΤΫ-ΩΧΡΥ 

Swanson, Geraldine ΤΣΪ-ΤΥΥ-ΦΥΫΤ 

Thompson, William, Deloris  

Wasfaret, Ronald & Annette 218-233-7656 

Watne, Gary, Debra & Kari 701-8936953 

White, Sheryl & Shane 218-236-1466 

Williams, Timothy & Robin 218-236-5195 

Wittmayer, Cora 701-282-0723 

Zitzow, Elmer & Patricia 218-233-4715 

serving others >>> 

/ÈÚÚÈÎÌÚɯÐÕɯ"ÈÙÌÎÐÝÐÕÎȰɯÛÜÙÕÐÕÎɯ

ÊÏÈÖÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÊÖÕŗËÌÕÊÌɯɯɯ 

by Gail Sheehy  

/ÙÈàÐÕÎɯ3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ"ÈÕÊÌÙ     

by Susan Sorensen and Laura Geist 

6ÏÈÛɯ"ÈÕÊÌÙɯ"ÈÕÕÖÛɯ#Öɯɯɯɯ 

by Phyllis Ten Elshof 

3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ,àɯ$àÌÚɯɯɯɯ 

by Tim Tebow 

3ÏÌɯ,ÈÕɯ6ÏÖɯ,ÈÒÌÚɯÈɯ#ÐřÌÙÌÕÊÌȰɯÛÌÕɯ

ÒÌàÚɯÛÖɯÈɯÓÐÍÌɯÖÍɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛ   by Jim George 

!ÌÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈɯ,ÈÕɯÖÍɯ4ÕÞÈÝÌÙÐÕÎɯ%ÈÐÛÏɯɯɯ

by John Osteen 

%ÈÓÓÐÕÎɯ4×ÞÈÙËȰɯÈɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓÐÛàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

ÛÞÖɯÏÈÓÝÌÚɯÖÍɯÓÐÍÌɯɯɯɯby Richard Rohr 

"ÙÌÈÛÐÕÎɯ1ÐÛÜÈÓÚȰɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÏÌÈÓÐÕÎɯ

ÍÖÙɯÌÝÌÙàËÈàɯÓÐÍÌɯby Jim Clark 

6ÈÓÒÐÕÎɯ'ÖÔÌȰɯÍÙÖÔɯ$ËÌÕɯÛÖɯ$ÔÔÈÜÚ  

by Margaret Guenther 

2ÖÕÚɯÖÍɯ$ÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌÔÌÕÛȰɯŗÝÌɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɯ

ÖÍɯÔÌÕɯÞÏÖɯÊÏÈÕÎÌËɯÌÛÌÙÕÐÛàɯɯɯɯ 

by Francine Rivers 

'Ö×Ìɯ1ÌÒÐÕËÓÌËɯɯɯby Tracie Peterson   

Striking a Match series, Book 3 

What's New In The Library 
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information for 

Sunday School  Mission Trip Chicago 

Sunday School Schedule 
Sept. 18 Sunday School Kick-Off 

Sept. 25 Creation 
 

Oct. 3 Noah’s Ark 

Oct. 10 Abram’s Call 

Oct. 17 Abraham and Sarah’s 

Visitors 

Oct. 24 Isaac’s Blessing 

Oct. 30 Halloween Celebration 

Oct. 31 The Burning Bush 

Sunday, Sept. 18, 10:15 a.m. at Robert Asp School 

Wear your gym shoes and join the fun as we kick off Our Savior’s 

Sunday School year! 

Please bring $2/student donation for purchase of an AED 

(Automated External Defibrillator) for Our Savior’s. 

Backpack Blessing 
Bring your backpacks to worship on Sunday, September 11or 

Wednesday, September 14 and receive a special blessing for the 

school year.  All ages are welcome - a keychain for your backpack 

will be given away to all those who bring their bags forward to be 

blessed.  What a wonderful way to start the school year! 

Milestone Ministry 
Events 
3ÏÜÙÚËÈàȮɯ2Ì×ÛȭɯƜ 

2ÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓ 

6:30 p.m., Children’s Chapel (3 year olds 

and parents) 

3ÏÜÙÚËÈàȮɯ2Ì×ÛȭɯƖƝ  

!ÐÉÓÌɯ!ÓÈÚÛȵ 

5:30 p.m., Youth Room (3rd Graders and 

parents) 

2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ.ÊÛȭɯƕ  

/ÙÈÐÚÌɯ/ÈÙÛà 

10:00 a.m.., Children’s Chapel 

(Kindergarteners and parents) 

6ÌËÕÌÚËÈàȮɯ.ÊÛȭɯƙ 

&ÜÈÙËÐÈÕɯ ÕÎÌÓɯ,ÐÕÐÚÛÙà 

5:15 p.m.., Youth Room (4th Graders and 

parents) 

2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ.ÊÛȭɯƜ  

/ÐÓÓÖÞɯ/ÈÙÛà 

10:00 a.m.., Children’s Chapel (4 year olds and 

parents) 

Worshipping God at the Zoo 
The 5th and 6th Graders of Our Savior’s were given the oppor-

tunity to celebrate God’s creations at the Red River Zoo on Au-

gust 12 and 13.  Five kids and two chaperones worshipped in a 

new and exciting way by spending 13 hours at the zoo.  What a 

great way to fellowship and have fun!  They got up close and 

personal with the Timberland Wolf exhibit - learning all about the 

wolves, their habits and behaviors, and even got to watch them 

have a late night snack! Hats off to the Red River Zoo for putting 

on such a wonderful and educational experience for these kids.  

Thank you to Paige Olson for helping with the event, and to all 

the kids for attending! 

Sunday School Teacher Training 

SPARK curriculum has arrived and we are excited to be almost 

fully staffed for our 2011-2012 Sunday School year!  Teacher 

Training will be held on Monday, September 12 from 6:30-7:30 

p.m.  If you are planning to teach Sunday School or be a substitute 

teacher for the 2011-2012 school year, please make arrangements 

to attend. 

Shepherds 
The Shepherd Program has become a wonderful and integral part 

of the Sunday School Program at Our Savior’s.  Shepherds are a 

part of a Sunday School Class for the whole year, helping out the 

teacher with crafts and lessons, along with many other things.   

Any 7th, 8th or 9th graders that would like to be a shepherd in a 

Sunday School class should contact Melissa. 

Pianist Needed 
Our Savior’s is in need of a pianist for Sunday School.  Music 

time is Sunday mornings from 9:30-9:50 a.m., and 10:10 –10:30 

a.m.  Contact Melissa if you are available to help.   

Y ou  a re  i n v i t ed . . .  
 

H a l l o we en  P a r t y  

S a t u r d ay ,  O c t .  2 9  

2 : 00  p .m .  
 

Ëæéâß Lâ ËæÙÕè 

S u n d a y ,  O c t .  30  

9 : 30  a . m .  

 

W e a r  y o u r  c o s t u m e s  a n d  

b r i n g  a  b a g  t o  c o l l ec t  a l l  

y o u r  t r e a t s !  

Guardian Angels 
All students who will be in the 4th grade 

this year, along with their parents, are 

invited to attend the Guardian Angel 

Ministry Class on Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 

5:15 p.m.  We will learn a little about 

baptism and important part that the 

Guardian Angels play in the baptismal 

service and their continuing role after the 

baptism.  Information will be sent to 

homes in early September.  Guardian 

Angel Ministry is the Milestone event for 

4th grade students. 

Vacation Bible School 
Thank you to everyone who helped with Vacation Bible School 

this year!  A special thank you to Janice and Kermin Alm, Denise 

and Karl Bakkum, Linda and Ken Jones, and Opal Cameron for 

feeding and housing the Pathways Team. How blessed Our Sav-

ior’s was to work with Dilworth  

Lutheran and Pathways Bible Camps.  We can’t wait until next 

year when Pathways and Dilworth Lutheran Church will join us 

at Our Savior’s! 

Dilworth Lutheran Church, Pr. Mark and I would like to thank 

Our Saviors for hosting Vacation Bible School with us this past 

week. What a joy it was to see children from both churches 

coming together to lift their voices in praise and thanksgiving to 

the glory of God. We look forward to working with Our Saviors 

and Pathways Ministries again next summer as Our Saviors hosts 

Vacation Bible School.  God’s blessings to you all!  

Tara Ulrich; Diaconal Minister 

Dir. of Home and Family Ministry, Dilworth Lutheran Church  

Sunday School Kick-Off 

Teachers and Guides  
The Youth and Family Discipleship Committee is looking for 

Substitute Sunday School teachers for the 2011-2012 school year.  

This is an amazing way to connect with the young adults in our 

congregation and to watch the faith of young people grow.  If you 

have a love for children of all ages and a strong faith and a desire 

to serve God you are qualified!  Contact Melissa or any member of 

the YFD Committee to learn more.  



 

 

This past summer has been a summer of opportunity and great things for the youth of Our 

Savior’s. We’ve enjoyed BBQ’s, time at the lake, touch football games that have gotten a 

little out of hand, music, mission trips to Chicago and Duluth, summer camps, and so much 

more. 

As we turn the corner to the Fall of 2011, we look ahead to many exciting things.  

· Confirmation—Orientation for new students will be on September 14. We ask that all 

parents and students attend this short session so that we may get to know one another 

a little better and so that I may have the time to answer any questions that you may 

have for me. This year we will study the Catechism of the Lutheran Church. As many 

of you know, we have a great time in confirmation, it’s a lot of fun and this year we 

look forward to more of the same. 

· IMPACT—Our high school students gather twice a month (Sunday evenings) for fun, 

games, worship and service. Last year was our first year as an organized group and 

this year we are hoping to continue to build on such an amazing start. We are looking 

forward to an autumn retreat, paintball outing, sporting events, and so much more! If 

you are a high school student, come join us and bring some friends. We have many 

kids from different churches that have been joining us and all are welcome. 

· Junior high and high school music: This year we 

will be implementing a new idea! Many of our stu-

dents have entertained the idea of starting a new 

choir for our high school and junior high school 

students. We’re hoping to do just that. We are cur-

rently looking at the schedule but we would love 

your input. As this is a new opportunity, we need 

your help to get it off the ground. Rehearsal sched-

ule will be tailored to accommodate the greatest 

number so please let us know if you’re interested 

and when you can rehearse with us. We will be 

singing on Sunday mornings and Wednesday eve-

nings. 

· New Orleans 2012!—the National Youth Gathering will be held in July 2012 in the 

amazing city of New Orleans, LA. This is an incredible time in which nearly 50 thou-

sand youth and young adults from ELCA churches all around the country gather for a 

week of fun! Interested? I thought so. Upperclassmen will be considered first, as we 

only have 10 slots for the trip. For more information contact Melissa Pickering. 

· Vibrant Faith Ministries Conference—Coming October 14, 15, and 16! As graduates of 

Vibrant Faith Ministries Certification School “Class #57” Melissa Pickering and I would 

like to invite you to join us, as well as our youth and family discipleship team for a 

wonderful weekend of learning how adults can pass on the Christian faith and life to 

our children. 

We often wonder if our kids will have faith and the answer is Yes! But, only if we introduce 

them to it, model it for them, and encourage them to live the Christian life. Not many of us 

realize that parents, not pastors or other ministers, are the most important givers of faith in 

a child’s life. This makes sense when you consider that there are 168 hours in a week and 

kids often spend less than two of them at church. 

Want your kids to live the Christian life? So do we. Let us help you pass the faith on to your 

kids. Come join us and we’ll give you the tools to do just that.  

For questions about any of these opportunities call: Pr. Patrick at 233.2412 or email me at 

pastorpatrick@oursaviorsmoorhead.org.  
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Mission Trip Duluth 

Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not 

stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 

heaven belongs.’ Matthew 19:14 

Youth Events 
Many youth events are being planned for 

this fall, but we need your help!  If you 

have suggestions for events or activities, 

please let Melissa or Pastor Patrick know.  

There will also be fundraising 

opportunities for those youth who wish 

to raise money towards these events and 

activities.   

National Youth Gathering 
There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, Sept. 25 for all 

those in grades 10-12 (and a parent) interested in attending the 

National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, LA in July, 2012.  

Information regarding the meeting, initial deposits and 

commitment forms will be sent to all youth (grades 10-12) in mid-

September. 

10th Graders 
The Affirmation of Baptism Retreat is Sunday, September 25. We will meet at 

Our Savior’s at 1:00 p.m. If you have not turned in your yellow information 

sheet, please do so immediately.  Also, a reminder that pictures and practice will 

be on Wednesday, Sept. 28  at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Also, remember that 

Faith Statements are due on Sunday, Sept. 25 . A packet of information will be 

mailed to each Confirmand’s home in early September.                   

Affirmation of Baptism 
The Affirmation of Baptism service will be held on Sunday, October 9 at the 10:30 

a.m. worship service.  Pictures and practice for the service will be held on 

Wednesday, September 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.   

Congratulations to the Our Savior’s Confirmands: 

Jessie Jensen Brady Andersen Ali Krsnak Nick Clarey 

Taylr McGovern Seth Gullingsrud Kelsey Meis Preston Kraiter 

Wyatt Nelson Molly Motschenbacher Paige Olson Alex Rootham 

Hali Stephenson Austin Skjefte 

Confirmation 
Confirmation Orientation will be held on Wednesday, September 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary.  Parents and students in grades 7-9 are encouraged to attend. 

Registration forms and information will be sent home in early September.   
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August 15-19, 2011 in Orlando, Florida 

3ÏÌɯ3ÞÌÓÍÛÏɯ!ÐÌÕÕÐÈÓɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏÞÐËÌɯ

 ÚÚÌÔÉÓà of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) was held at 

the Orlando World Center Marriott. Of 

the 1023 voting members who 

participated in the assembly, 23 of them 

came from our synod. The theme of the 

assembly, “Freed in Christ to Serve,” was 

developed in various ways throughout 

the assembly including daily services of 

Holy Communion and three small-group 

Bible studies led by Dr. Diane Jacobson of 

the ELCA Book of Faith Initiative. The 

voting members from our synod wish to 

highlight the following actions of the 

Churchwide Assembly: 

1. On the first day of the assembly, by a 

98% majority, voting members formally 

launched the $+" ɯ,ÈÓÈÙÐÈɯ"ÈÔ×ÈÐÎÕ—

an effort, in conjunction with other 

religious and non-governmental 

organizations, to contain deaths due to 

malaria by 2015. Malaria is preventable 

and treatable, and our church’s efforts 

will focus on eleven countries in Africa 

where malaria still causes illness and 

death. Every congregation, synod, 

affiliated ministry, auxiliary and 

individual member of the ELCA is 

invited to make a gift toward the $15 

million goal of the Campaign. For more 

information go to http://www.elca.org/

Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-

World/ELCA-Malaria-Campaign.aspx 

2. On a vote of 

942 to 34, ÛÏÌɯ

ÈÚÚÌÔÉÓàɯ

ÈËÖ×ÛÌËɯÈɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯ

ÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÕɯ

Ɂ&ÌÕÌÛÐÊÚȮɯ%ÈÐÛÏɯ

ÈÕËɯ1ÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȭɂɯThis is the eleventh 

social statement adopted by our church, 

and the full text is available at http://

Report of the Northwestern MN 
Synod’s Voting Members at the 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-

Issues/Social-Statements-in- Process/

Genetics.aspx. We encourage 

congregations and members of our synod 

to study, discuss and make use of this 

valuable resource in the life of our church. 

We were especially proud of our own Dr. 

Per Anderson of Concordia College (and 

member at Trinity, Moorhead) who co-

chaired the task force that developed this 

social statement. 

3. In a related action, voting members 

established a ÙÌÝÐÌÞɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ

×ÙÖÊÌËÜÙÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯ

ÈËÖ×ÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛÚȮɯto be 

completed by the 2013 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly. A social statement on criminal 

justice that is already in the pipeline will 

continue to be developed in time for 

consideration at the 2013 assembly; and 

the other pending social statement on 

justice for women will also continue to be 

developed. 

4. The assembly invested considerable 

time and attention to considering 

proposals from the Living ÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ%ÜÛÜÙÌɯ

3ÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯȹ+(%3ȺɯÛÈÚÒɯÍÖÙÊÌȭɯThis group 

had been charged with responsibility for 

taking a wide-ranging look at the whole 

“ecology” of the ELCA in light of 

changing circumstances, challenges and 

opportunities. Some of the specific 

proposals from LIFT that were approved 

included 

Ɉɯ,ÈÒÐÕÎɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ

one of the highest priorities for the 

ELCA, and inviting all congregations 

to develop or refine their plans for 

mission by the end of 2012. (In the 

words of LIFT task force member 

Linda Bobbitt of Thornton, CO, “All 

congregations should know why they 

take up space on the earth.”) 

Ɉɯ,ÌÈÚÜÙÌÚɯÛÖɯÙÌËÜÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÐáÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

churchwide organization, eliminating 

program committees for the major 

units of the church (resulting in 26 

fewer persons who needed to be 

elected to such committees during the 

assembly); 

Ɉɯ(Õɯ×ÈÙÛȮɯÛÖɯÖřÚÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÚÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ

program committees, the ELCA 

Church Council was increased by up 

to 12 additional members (currently 

there are 37 members of the Church 

Council) and granting both voice and 

vote to the chairperson of the 

Conference of Bishops; 

Ɉɯ,ÖÝÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÉÐÌÕÕÐÈÓɯÊÏÜÙÊÏÞÐËÌɯ

assemblies to triennial assemblies 

following the 2013 Churchwide 

Assembly in Pittsburgh, PA; 

5. We were delighted to hear that the 2011 

Assembly included the ÏÐÎÏÌÚÛɯ

×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯȹƕƖȭƛǔȺɯÖÍɯàÖÜÛÏɯÈÕËɯàÖÜÕÎɯ

ÈËÜÓÛɯÝÖÛÐÕÎɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ(age 30 or 

younger) since the beginning of the ELCA 

in 1988. On 

many issues 

before the 

assembly, 

young voting 

members were 

visible and vocal in the floor debates and 

discussions. Young adults from our synod 

included Eric Hanson of Detroit Lakes 

and Katie Nelson of Gary. Our synod 

delegation also included three pastors 

who are in their first five years of 

ordained service: Pr. Gretchen Anderson 

of the Fabric of Mutual Ministry Program 

and Good Shepherd, Moorhead; Pr. 

Melissa Ehrhardt of Shepherd of the 

Valley, Clarissa; and Pr. Dane Skilbred of 

Salem, Hitterdal. 

6. Voting members ÌÓÌÊÛÌËɯ$+" ɯ

ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÛÖɯƙƖɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÚɯthat were open 

on the ELCA Church Council; the boards 

of trustees for the ELCA Board of 

Pensions, the ELCA Mission Investment 

Fund, and the Publishing House of the 

ELCA; as well as the ELCA churchwide 

committees on appeals, nominations and 

discipline. Two members of the NW MN 

Synod were among those elected: Pastor 

Laurie Skow-Anderson (Trinity, Pelican 

Rapids) for a 6-year term on the ELCA 

Church Council, and Pr. Laurie Natwick 

(Trinity, Moorhead) for a 4-year term on 

the ELCA Discipline Committee. 

7. 6ÌɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚÌËɯÎÙÈÛÐÛÜËÌ to Christina 

Jackson-Skelton for nine years as 

Treasurer of the ELCA (she will now 

become the executive director of the 

ELCA Mission Advancement unit) and 

the retiring President of the ELCA Board 

of Pensions, John Kapanke , who served 

in that capacity since beginning of the 

ELCA in 1988. The assembly welcome the 

new Treasurer of the ELCA, the Rev. 

Linda Norman, and the new president of 

the Board of Pensions, the Rev. Jeff 

Thiemann. 

8. Following debate, the assembly 

È××ÙÖÝÌËɯÉÜËÎÌÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ$+" ɯfor 2012 

in the amount of $61,792,000 and for 2013 

in the amount of 61,939,400. The 

budgetary goal for the ELCA World 

Hunger appeal will be $18,500,000 in both 

2012 and 2013. 

Impressions of Our 
Voting Members 
In order to flesh out the information 

contained in our report, we offer a 

sampling of reflections and impressions 

shared by some of our synod’s 23 voting 

members. 

FROM RITA BUNJE, First, 
Battle Lake 

Bishop Hanson's leadership and patience 

throughout these five days was awesome. 

I liked that we started each session with 

singing and prayer and also before a vote 

was taken. The Worship/Communion 

service was a highlight of each day. The 

many youth as voting members, their 

input and knowledge of issues before the 

Assembly was heartwarming. Small 

group Bible study was really fun as the 

role-playing of each scripture text gave 

new insight to Bible passages I've read 

many times. The animated discussions in 

my group were exciting. It was truly a 

week of "God's Work, Our Hands." 

FROM GARY AND KAREN 
COE, New Salem, Turtle River 

1. We were really impressed by Bishop 

Hanson and his leadership! He did an 

outstanding job of presiding over the 

work sessions. His obvious collaboration 

with other religious leader, both 

Christian and Muslim is a mark of 

outstanding leadership! The fact that Dr. 

Sayyid M. Sayeed spoke at the Assembly 

was very important to establish trust, 

tolerance, and respect between Christians 

and Muslims in our church and nation. 

For us when Bishop Hanson introduced 

and embraced Dr. Sayeed was historic! 

2. The ELCA is still a relatively new 

organization and our culture is still being 

formed. We thought that the Assembly 

did an outstanding job of further defining 

and firming of the culture and values of 

our church. 

3. We were impressed that all activities 

complemented one another, especially 

worship.  

4. We were encouraged that so many 

young people participated in the 

discussion and were passionate about 

their ministries. It gave us hope that there 

is a future for the ELCA. We always hear 

that “the youth are the future”, what we 

saw and heard is that they are here and 

active. Many spoke about their faith and 

shared their experiences. They were 

passionate, knowledgeable and articulate. 

They felt free to share their personal 

stories. 

5. As first time Church-wide Assembly 

participants, we were awed by the work 

that was accomplished. The fact that 1023 

voting members could come together an 

actually make decisions on values, 

governance, direction, leadership, and 

budget for a large organization was 

extraordinary! Also, the fact that 1023 out 

of 1025 were present demonstrates the 

dedication of congregations to God’s 

work. 

6. The one negative that somewhat 

surprised us was the evidence that there 

is mistrust between some members of the 

church and our leaders. 

7. The ELCA is a church of change. As 

Presiding Bishop Hanson said... 

The Northwestern Minnesota Synod is in a companion relationship with the 

Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church of southern India. It is our privilege on 

Sunday School Kick-Off Weekend, September 18, to welcome the Rev. Dr. Busi 

Suneel Bhanu, bishop of our companion synod, who will preach at Our Savior’s. 

What a gift it is to see the church in new ways and from a global perspective. We 

pray for Bishop Suneel and those who travel with him this month. His travel 

companions include Rev. Dr. Mrs. Nakka Victoria Grace, Chairperson of the 

AELC’s Ministry Among Women and wife of Bishop Suneel; Mrs. Janagam Mary 

Grace, Secretary of the AELC; Mr. Budithi C. Rajaratnam, Treasurer of the AELC; 

Dr. Patta Deva Raju, member of the Executive Council of the AELC. Worship on 

Sunday, September 18 will be at 9:00 am. 

Companion Synod Guests 
Sunday, September 18 

Continued on page 7 >>> 
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Content deadline for the November 2011 issue of the /ÈÙÐÚÏɯ5ÐÚÐÛÖÙ is 

Tuesday, October 18,  at 5:00 p.m. 

The /ÈÙÐÚÏɯ5ÐÚÐÛÖÙɯis published 10 times a year for the information and 

inspiration of Our Savior’s members and friends.  
 

Newsletter Editor: Carrie Brusven 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

610 13th St. N, Moorhead, MN 56560 

Our Savior’s Staff 
Senior Pastor: Loren Mellum 

pastorloren@oursaviorsmoorhead.org  
 

Associate Pastor: Patrick Loree 

pastorpatrick@oursaviorsmoorhead.org 
 

Minister for Youth and Family Discipleship: Melissa Pickering, 

yfd@oursaviorsmoorhead.org  
 

Coordinator of Volunteers: Cheryl Zeh  

volunteers@oursaviorsmoorhead.org 
 

Administrative Secretary: Carrie Brusven  

oslc@oursaviorsmoorhead.org  
 

Organist: Mary Maynard 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, ƚƕƔɯƕƗth St. N, Moorhead MN 56560 

Phone: (218) 233-2412           Fax: (ƖƕƜȺɯƖƗƗ-ƚƖƗƛ 

Email: oslc@oursaviorsmoorhead.org 

Parish Visitor   
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Moorhead, MN 

Good Samaritan Fund 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to Our Savior's Good 

Samaritan Fund. We have many requests and appreciate your 

willingness to help members and others in need. The fund is 

staffed by volunteers on Mondays, from 2-4p, except when the 

church is closed for holidays or when funds are extremely low. 

Your continued support is most welcome. 

Book Club  
On September 28 Our Savior's Book Club will meet in Larsen 

Lounge at 4p to discuss two novels, Main Street by Sinclair Lewis 

and Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. On October 26 Prayers for Sale 

by Sandra Dallas will be discussed, also at 4p in Larsen Lounge. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend. New participants are always 

welcome, so if you've been thinking about it, now is the time to 

act on those thoughts 

Greeter Team Needs You! 
If you would enjoy extending friendly hospitality to Sunday 

morning worshipers, please consider being a part of our team of 

greeters. You would be on the schedule approximately twice a 

year, and you can choose the service most convenient for 

you.  Please contact Naomi Rice (233-9418 or jdonrice@gmail.com) 

or Cheryl Zeh (233-2412 or kczeh@aol.com) if you are interested 

in serving or if you’d like more information.  

Welcome to Sister 
Shana Williams 
Carrie and Scott Brusven will soon 

welcome a new baby to their home. 

While Carrie is on maternity leave we 

will welcome Sister Shana Williams as 

Office Manager. Sister Shana is a 

deaconess in the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. She has served in 

various calls and congregations. We are 

pleased she will be with us this fall. 

Please welcome Sister Shana in 

September and October. 
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Friday Fellowship 
Friday, Sept. 23, 2:00 p.m. 

After a hot summer, come relax and listen 

to the Auggies. Bring a friend and enjoy!.  

Friday, October 28, 2:00 p.m. 

Special guest is Rory Beil from the Dakota 

Medical Foundation.  

Hello!  I grew up in the Our Savior’s 

community, and it was a place that really 

fostered my faith. Four years ago, I left 

home, and the comfort of OSLC to go to 

school at the University of Minnesota in 

the Twin Cities. During my first year, I 

was extremely blessed to find an 

amazing Christian community in 

Campus Crusade for Christ (Cru). Cru is 

an interdenominational and international 

Christian organization that strives to win 

students for Christ, build them up into 

Christian leaders, and send them out into 

the world as Christ centered laborers. I 

feel so incredibly blessed to have experienced such a phenomenal 

growth in my walk with the Lord through my involvement with 

this organization. In my four years at the U of M, I have also had 

the privilege of helping others grow in their faith through leading 

a small group Bible study, mentoring and helping lead outreach 

opportunities on campus. I also had the opportunity to go on a 

short mission trip to Ghana through Cru two summers ago. As I 

started my fourth year at the U of M, it became increasing clear to 

me that God was calling me to spend this next school year doing 

ministry with Cru as a full-time intern in the Twin Cities Metro 

area. I am so excited to help reach over 200,000 college students 

that go to school in the Twin Cities Metro area.  

Because Cru is a non-profit missions organization, they rely on the 

consistent financial support of individuals and churches. This 

means that all their employees must raise their own financial 

support. As I look forward to beginning my job in August, I face 

the challenge of finding people who will be willing to partner 

with me in ministry both financially and prayerfully. I would 

appreciate any and all support. Please contact me if you would 

like to join me in this journey. 

Yours in Christ,  

Jen Astrup, 701-212-0462, jen.astrup@gmail.com 

Our Savior’s College Grad 
Joins Forces with Campus 
Crusade for Christ 

continued from page 6 >>> 

“The ELCA is a reformation church of the 21st century.” We see a 

welcoming diverse church! We met a pastor, who emigrated from 

Palestine and now has a congregation in San Mateo California, 

another pastor from Brazil, who with his wife, also a pastor, 

serves an inter-city congregation in New York City. We saw a 

church with many people of color, who serve in a variety of ways 

in the ELCA, truly a church of the East and West, North and 

South. 

FROM CHRISTIE MEIER, Immanuel, Wadena 

What an honor it was to serve our conference as a voting member 

to churchwide. I enjoyed singing in the Assembly Choir along 

with Jim and Rita [Skaurud]. I enjoyed talking with other 

Lutherans from all over the country. I liked to ask them about 

current issues they face in their congregations. Sometimes their 

experiences were far different than mine; sometimes we shared 

similar concerns/joys. Next to worship, I enjoyed the legislative 

sessions the most. Debate, discussion and opinion sharing are 

crucial to informed decision-making. I left the Assembly feeling 

proud to be an ELCA Lutheran. 

FROM JIM SKAURUD, Zion, Twin Valley 

Very much enjoyed attending the assembly….Was truly amazed 

at how efficient the voting was organized. Modern technology has 

certainly come to the ELCA. To me, it was a chance of a lifetime. 

FROM ALLEN WESTBY, Synod Vice President 
and member of Central, Pelican Rapids 

As your newly elected VP of the NW MN Synod, I wanted to 

meet and greet as many people as I could, and that I did. From all 

over the United States, I met people just like us. They maybe 

talked a little differently, but they shared the same mission, hopes 

and dreams for their churches as we do. It was amazing to feel the 

unity among us as we talked, worshiped and studied together. I 

was visiting with a pastor from Massachusetts, when he asked 

where I was from. I shared the general area of Minnesota, Fergus 

Falls, when he replied, "Oh I had a beautiful family move from 

my church to Fergus Falls." Upon further conversation, we 

learned that this family had joined the church I serve as youth 

director. I was truly blessed by being a part of the CWA. I would 

love to share our experiences with you and invite you to contact 

me. As your Vice President of the NW MN Synod, I look forward 

to meeting as many of you as I can. May God Bless you as we 

continue to do God's work through our hands. 

In 2010 Our Savior’s received a grant for the sole purpose of music staffing that would build up the congregation’s 

capacity for evangelical outreach and hospitality through worship. In September of 2010 Dr. Douglas Thompson 

was called to serve as Minister Music on a 10-month contract. We thank Doug for joining Our Savior’s this past 

year and his willingness to invest time at Our Savior’s. Thank you to everyone who sang the Lord’s song in new 

ways and who had a curious openness to worship. Dr. Thompson and his family moved to Apple Valley, MN this 

summer. If you would like to send a word of thanks to Doug at his new address please feel free: (Dr. Doug 

Thompson, 12535 Everton Avenue, Apple Valley, MN, 55124.)  

The Church Council, staff, and musicians are reviewing where we are at in this journey of transformation and how 

the grant from our ELCA can continue to move Our Savior’s toward a faithful, Spirit-led future. The key questions 

guiding this process are, “What did we learn about ourselves this past year?” And “What is God doing and what 

does God want to do in and through us?” We continue to pray that a season of renewal and re-rooting would take 

place at Our Savior’s so that light of Christ would continue to shine in and through our congregation as we are 

gathered to worship and sent to invite others to come and see that Jesus changes lives. 

Music Ministry Transition 

announcements and opportunities >>> 
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BeFriender Ministry has been active in 

Our Savior's since 2009; that's two years, 

many hours, and many visits by 

dedicated, trained, commissioned lay 

ministers. As with all ministries and 

programs, OSLC BeFriender Ministry has 

undergone changes over the past two 

years: changes in leadership, 

membership, and in those being 

befriended. While some readers are 

familiar with the ministry, others may be 

reading or hearing about it for the first 

time. This and future articles will provide 

information about the ministry in general 

and OSLC BeFriender Ministry in 

particular. 

What do BeFrienders do? 

· BeFrienders are trained lay 

volunteers who provide pastoral care 

to people in difficult and transitional 

situations, such as illness, loneliness, 

or loss of a loved one. They embody 

the caring presence of God and of 

this faith community, Our Savior's 

Lutheran Church. 

· BeFrienders accept people as they are 

and listen with compassion. Through 

spiritual and emotional care, 

BeFrienders allow those they 

befriend to make their own decisions.  

· The BeFriender's role is to care, not 

cure. The skills BeFrienders learn in 

training allow them to respond to 

610 13th Street North 
Moorhead, MN 56560 

Good & Faithful Servant 
Deb Watne is our featured Good and 

Faithful Servant this month. She is 

currently serving her third Council 

term and is a greeter, usher, lay 

reader and communion server.  She 

is also a member of the Spirits 

Movin’ Team and the Lend A Hand 

Committee.  Other past 

involvements include serving on the 

Bluegrass & BBQ Team and the 

Personnel, Missions and Education 

Committees. She also was OSLW 

Board President, a Sunday School 

teacher/supervisor and Confirmation 

mentor. 

Serving is part of Deb’s life - 

something she says anybody can 

do:  “It is as simple as saying ‘God…

lead me where you want me to serve’ 

- then being open to the 

opportunities!  You get back much 

more than you give!”  Deb says she 

is like most people - “crazy 

busy” (she has been the Grants 

Director at Dakota Medical 

Foundation in Fargo for 15 years), 

but serving is a priority.  “Before my 

dad died of cancer 16 years ago, he 

said, ‘If something is important 

enough to you, you will find a way 

to make it happen’.  So the important 

things in my life take priority and the 

Financial Peace University 
When we heard that 7 out of 10 Americans live paycheck to 

paycheck, we knew we had to do something. That’s why we’re 

going to be offering Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University 

class here at the church ÚÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƝ. It’s the most 

practical stuff out there and the most fun you’ll ever have 

learning about money. Each weekly session starts with Dave 

Ramsey teaching on video and is followed by a powerful small 

group discussion.  

You’ll see that you are DEFINITELY not alone if you’re 

struggling in this area. And even if you’re one of the few who 

isn’t struggling, you’ll still benefit from this powerful material. It 

teaches you how to apply biblical principles to the way you 

handle money and how to start truly managing all of the 

resources God has given you.  

This class breaks the process down into easy steps that will help 

no matter where you are. You’ve just got 

to take it! If you want to get some more 

information just talk to Pr. Patrick Loree. 

Can’t wait to see you all there! 

Financial Peace University begins 

Monday, September 19, and will meet 

once a week on Mondays from 6:30-8:00 

p.m. in the Sanctuary. $100 per 

household. Registration deadline is Rally 

Sunday, September  11. If you’re even 

considering this just a little bit, ask us 

about it and get on the road to àÖÜÙɯ

ŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ×ÌÈÊÌȵ 

get the scoop >>> 

Get on the Road to 
Financial Peace Class begins Monday, 

September 19, 6:30 p.m.  

in Our Savior’s Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information visit 

daveramsey.com or call Pr. 

Patrick at 233-2412 

other things wait (like dust and 

weeds!).”     

Deb grew up in Fosston, MN, with 

parents and grandparents who were 

great servant examples.   FUN 

FACT:  Something few people know 

about Deb is that in jr./sr. high she 

sang with a Fosston area youth 

gospel group called the “Teen 

Timers”.  They even recorded an 

album and a television show that 

aired on a Fargo station in the early 

‘70’s (what she calls her “10 seconds 

of fame”). 

Deb and Gary have been members of 

OSLC for over 30 years and have two 

wonderful daughters and two great 

sons-in-law!  They spend lots of free 

time with granddaughters Jalli and 

Lucy, who bring a special joy to their 

lives.  Deb enjoys being at the lake, 

laughing with friends, visiting fun 

MN towns and growing flowers (…

and sometimes weeds…). 

Thanks, Deb, for sharing your gifts 

of service with Our Savior’s! 

member highlight >>> BeFriender Ministry 
A Listening Presence 

any pastoral care need with 

confidence that they can provide a 

nonjudgmental and compassionate 

listening presence.  

· In other words: A BeFriender 

Minister is a companion on the 

journey through life's transitions. 

Through nonjudgmental presence, 

and compassion, Befrienders bring 

with them the presence of God and 

the community. 

· BeFriender Ministry brochures can 

be found in each narthex and in the 

church office. The brochure gives 

information about the ministry and 

has a referral form.  

Do you know someone who 

could benefit from a visit 

with a BeFriender? Please 

contact Norma Swanson at 

239-9131, or Vicki Harrison 

at 233-3229 

for more 

information or 

to schedule a 

visit.  

 

Thanks for choosing the ePV! 


